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ABSTRACT
Agriculture is a major source of greenhouse gas. Despite what many might think, the effect of
greenhouse gas emission from fertilizer application is well known across hundreds of
nations all over the world. This effect from fertilizer application has been around for several
centuries and has a very important meaning in the lives of many. It would be safe to assume
that effect of methane emission from fertilizer application is going to be around for a long
time and have an enormous impact on the lives of many people in Indonesia. About 85% of
Indonesian workers are engaged in agriculture, which accounts for 3% of GDP in 2001. Some
91 million ha (76.6 million acres) are under cultivation, with 35% to 40% of the cultivated
land devoted to the production of export crops. Some 88% of the country's cultivated land is
in Java. This study calculated the greenhouse effects from fertilizer application, in the term of
global warming potential (GWP) associated with CH4 emissions in Indonesian croplands. The
results show that the GWP of CH4 emissions was 223.456Tg CO2–eq yr–1 during year 2009.
Keywords: Indonesia, urea, rice, coconut, social economic, global warming

1. INTRODUCTION
Despite what many might think, the effect of methane emission from fertilizer application is well known
across hundreds of nations all over the world. The effect of methane emission from fertilizer application has been
around for several centuries and has a very important meaning in the lives of many. It would be safe to assume
that effect of methane emission from fertilizer application is going to be around for a long time and have an
enormous impact on the lives of many people. Despite its crucial role in providing food, agriculture remains the
largest driver of genetic erosion, species loss and conversion of natural habitats. Globally, over 4,000 assessed
plant and animal species are threatened by agricultural intensification, and the number is still rising. Over 1,000
(87%) of a total of 1,226 threatened bird species are impacted by agriculture. Overfishing and destructive fishing
methods along with eutrophication caused by high nutrient run-off from agricultural areas are among the major
threats to inland and marine fisheries.
Modern agricultural methods and technologies brought spectacular increases in food production, but not
without high environmental costs. Efforts to boost food production, for example, through direct expansion of
cropland and pastures, will negatively affect the capacity of ecosystems to support food production and to provide
other essential services. Food production will undoubtedly be affected by external factors such as climate change,
but the production and distribution of food is itself is also a major cause of climate change.
Agriculture is a major source of greenhouse gases (GHGs), especially of methane (CH 4) and nitrous oxide
(N2O). The effect of methane emission from fertilizer application has a large role in Indonesian Culture. Many
people can often be seen taking part in activities associated with effect of methane emission from fertilizer
application. This is partly because people of most ages can be involved and families are brought together by this.
Generally a person who displays their dislike for effect of methane emission from fertilizer application may be
considered an outcast.
Application of nitrogen fertilizer to soils often enhances N 2O production and emission. It has been projected
that the N2O emissions from agricultural land will further increase by 35−60% by 2030 due to increased use of
nitrogen fertilizer and manure production (FAO, 2003). Agriculture is also the major source of atmospheric CH 4.
Methane is a principal GHG driving climate change. Its warming potential is about 20 times more powerful than
carbon dioxide. Global methane emissions amount at present to about 540 million tonnes p.a., increasing at an
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annual rate of 20-30 million tonnes. Rice production currently contributes about 11 percent of global methane
emissions. Around 15 percent comes from livestock (from enteric fermentation by cattle, sheep and goats and
from animal excreta). The livestock contribution can be higher or lower at the national level depending on the
extent and level of intensification. In the United Kingdom and Canada the share is over 35 percent. The production
structure for ruminants in Indonesia is expected to increasingly shift towards that prevalent in the industrial
countries. The major share of cattle and dairy production will come from feedlot, stall-fed or other restricted
grazing systems and by 2030 nearly all pig and poultry production will also be concentrated in appropriate
housings. Much of it will be on an industrial scale with potentially severe local impacts on air and water pollution.
The Permanent cropland (% of land area) in Indonesia was 10.49 in 2009, according to a World Bank
report, published in 2010. The Permanent cropland (% of land area) in Indonesia was reported at 10.10 in 2008,
according to the World Bank. Permanent cropland is land cultivated with crops that occupy the land for long
periods and need not be replanted after each harvest, such as cocoa, coffee, and rubber. This category includes
land under flowering shrubs, fruit trees, nut trees, and vines, but excludes land under trees grown for wood or
timber. Indonesia is the largest national economy in Southeast Asia. It has a market-based economy in which the
government plays a significant role by owning more than 164 state-owned enterprises. The government
administers prices on several basic goods, including fuel, rice, and electricity.
Numerous studies have been carried out on fertilizer use in Indonesia. At the International Conference on
Nutrient Management for Sustainable Food Production in Asia held in Bali, Indonesia, concluded that Indonesia
had become self-sufficient in rice thanks to fertilizer use. Today only a small increment of rice production can be
expected from the shrinking area of lowland rice. The main challenge is to develop productive agricultural
systems in the underdeveloped, rained uplands, which are currently poorly fertilized.
The official fertilizer recommendations date from 1984. Some overall estimates of fertilizer use by crop in
Indonesia are given in the publication Fertilizer use by crop, FAO et al. (2002). According to this publication, 52
percent of the fertilizers consumed in Indonesia are applied to rice, 12 percent to maize, 13 percent to oil-palm, 5
percent to vegetables and 4 percent to fruits, the remaining 14 percent to various other crops. Information on the
quantities of fertilizer used by each crop in each province and island is not available. In the absence of reliable
information on fertilizer use on crops and up-to-date recommendations, it is not possible to assess reliably the
relationships between fertilizer use and development of crop production.
The aim of this paper is to estimate the amount greenhouse gas emissions in terms of the synthetic GWP
from N2O and CH4 emissions and SOM accumulations in Indonesian croplands between 1990 and 2010.
2. MATERIALS AND METHODS
2.1 Emission calculation
2.2
2.1.1 N2O emission from croplands
Nitrous oxide (N2O) is the other powerful GHG for which agriculture is the dominant anthropogenic source.
Mineral fertilizer use and cattle production are the main culprits. N2O is generated by natural biogenic processes,
but output is enhanced by agriculture through nitrogen fertilizers, the creation of crop residues, animal urine and
faeces, and nitrogen leaching and runoff. N2O formation is sensitive to climate, soil type, tillage practices and type
and placement of fertilizer. It is also linked to the release of nitric oxide and ammonia, which contribute to acid
rain and the acidification of soils and drainage systems. The current agricultural contribution to total global
nitrogen emissions is estimated at 4.7 million tonnes p.a., but there is great uncertainty about the magnitude
because of the wide range in estimates of different agricultural sources
The national N2O emission in Indonesia was estimated in three ways in the present study:
I. IPCC Tier 1 method
To calculate the fertilizer-induced direct emission (EN2O-N) from croplands, the IPCC (2006) gives the
general equation:
EN2O-N = EF×Ninput
(1)
where Ninput is the total annual nitrogen input in the form of synthetic fertilizer, farm manure (including
compost) and crop residue(s) applied to croplands. Sewage, rendering waste and other kinds of organic matter
applications were not included in the present study due both to the lack of sufficient data and the negligible
importance of these kinds of fertilizers in crop cultivation in Indonesia. EF is the emission factor, which indicates
the fraction of the input nitrogen that is emitted as N2O. The default value of EF is 0.01 (0.003−0.03) for upland
crop cultivation and 0.003 (0.000−0.006) for rice cultivation, respectively (IPCC, 2006).
II. Modified emission factors
Modifying the emission factors based on observation allows for more reliable estimations of the national
N2O emission from croplands. The emission factors in Table 1 were compiled from data acquired from peerreviewed journal papers and field observations concerning N 2O emissions from Indonesian croplands (Zheng et
al., 2004). Instead of using the default emission factor for all crop fields in Equation 1 of the IPCC Tier 1 method,
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different values were used for different crop categories (Table 1), i.e., rice growing season in rice paddy, upland
growing season in rice paddy and uplands planted with upland crops year-round.
III. Regression equation
An empirical equation between fertilizer-induced direct N2O emissions (EN2O-N, N2O–N) and nitrogen inputs
(Ninput, same as in Equation 1) and precipitation (P, in meter) for upland crop cultivation:
EN2O-N = (0.0186±0.0027)×P×Ninput
(2)
In the regression equation, the fertilizer-induced N2O emission factor was corrected for by including
precipitation. To account for the impacts of upland irrigation on the N2O emission by using this method, we
compiled data for irrigation water consumption into equivalent precipitations as described in section 2.2.2. The
N2O emission from rice paddies during the rice growing period was calculated with Equation 1, and the default
N2O emission factor of 0.003±0.003 of the IPCC (2006) was used for all water management regimes, though the
emission factor of rice cultivation may change with the evolution of water management in rice paddy irrigation.
Table 1. Fertilizer-induced direct N2O emission factors in croplands of Indonesia
Category

Crop cultivation
Mean

I
II
III

Rice season in rice paddy
Upland crop season in rice paddy§
Other uplands planted with upland crops year round

0.0075
0.0251
0.0086

Emission factor
Uncertainty range
0.0029 – 0.0131
0.0071 – 0.0431
0.0031 – 0.0141

2.1.2 CH4 emission from rice paddies
In the present study, the CH4 emission from irrigated rice cultivation in Indonesia was computed using
three methods:
I. IPCC Tier 1 method
The IPCC Tier 1 method recommends a default rice paddy CH4 emission factor of 1.3 kg CH4 ha–1 d–1 for a
continuously flooded water regime without any organic amendment. To account for the impacts of various water
regimes, organic matter applications and soil types, corresponding scaling factors are provided (IPCC, 2006). In
the present study, the scaling factors for water regimes and organic matter applications were adopted. The
equation for calculating the CH4 emission (ECH4-C) from a rice paddy is therefore expressed as follows:
ECH4-C = 0.75×1.3×Drice×SFw×SFo×Arice
(3)
where the constant 1.3 (kg CH4 ha–1 d–1) is the default CH4 emission factor recommended by the IPCC
(2006) and the constant 0.75 used to convert CH4 into C. ECH4-C (kg CH4–C) is the CH4 emission. Drice (days) is the
duration of the rice growing period. Arice (hectare) is the rice cultivation area and SFw and SFo are, respectively, the
scaling factors for the water regime and organic matter applications used for rice cultivation. As mid-season
drainage has been widely adopted in rice cultivation since 1980 (Zou et al., 2009), SFw takes a value of 0.52 (0.41–
0.66) (IPCC, 2006; Yan et al., 2003). The duration of rice growing is, on average, 80–120 days for early and late
rice and 110–140 days for single rice (Bachelet et al., 1995; Yan et al., 2003). Organic fertilizer comprises various
types of organic matter, e.g., farm manure, crop straw, biogas residue(s) and green manure, but the majority is
farm manure and crop residue(s), while the others account for less than 8–10% of the total. For simplicity, the SFo
is calculated by Equation 4 (IPCC, 2006), which considers farm manure and crop residual incorporation:

SFo  (1  Rcr  CRcr  Rfm  CRfm )0.59

(4)
ha–1,

where Rcr and Rfm are the application rates (t
dry weight) of crop residue(s) and farm manure (t ha –1,
fresh weight), respectively. CRcr and CRfm are the conversion factors of crop residual and farm manure into CH 4–C
and have values of 1.0 (0.97–1.04) and 0.14 (0.07–0.20), respectively (IPCC, 2006).
II. Fraction of rice net primary productivity (NPP) emitted as CH4
Rice production in Indonesia has undergone significant advances in the decades from 1980 to 2009, but the
IPCC Tier 1 method does not account directly for the impacts of long-term improvements in rice production on
CH4 emissions. In previous studies (Taylor et al., 1991; Aselman and Crutzen, 1989), a certain fraction of rice NPP
was used to estimate the CH4 emissions from flooded rice paddies. This approach was used as a second method in
the present study. The rice NPP was calculated with data for annual statistical rice yields (NBSC, 1981–2010), and
the CH4 emission (ECH4-C) was calculated by Equation 5:
ECH4-C = Yrice×0.85×(1+Rs/g)×(1+Rr/s)×0.40×FCH4×SFw
(5)
where Yrice is the statistical rice grain yield. The constants 0.85 and 0.40 are the average dry matter
proportion of rice grain and the carbon content of the rice biomass, respectively (Huang et al., 2007). Rs/g is the
straw/grain ratio and has changed with rice cultivar evolution from 1.3 in the 1980s to 0.92 at present (Yang and
Zhang, 2010; Yoshida, 1981). Rr/s is the root/shoot ratio of a rice plant at harvest and takes a value of 0.10 (Huang
et al., 2007; Neue et al., 1990). FCH4 represents the fraction of rice NPP converted into CH4 emissions. Taylor et al.
(1991) assumed that 5% of the rice NPP might be transformed into CH 4 emissions, and Aselman and Crutzen
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(1989) used a fraction ranging between 3% and 7%. Analogous to that in the IPCC Tier 1 method (Equation 3),
SFw is the scaling factor for using a mid-season drainage regime in rice cultivation.
III. TIKUS model
TIKUS is a semi-empirical model that simulates CH4 emissions from rice paddies that are subject to various
agricultural practices. It is one of the models recommended by the IPCC (2006) for compiling national rice paddy
CH4 emission inventories. This model consists of two modules: the derivation of the methanogenic substrates and
the processes of CH4 production and emission. The former module simulates the production of the methanogenic
substrates that are primarily derived from rice root exudation and organic matter additions. The latter module
simulates the CH4 production from the available methanogenic substrates and the fraction of emissions via rice
plants and bubbles. The daily changes in the soil redox potential (Eh) were calculated according to various water
manipulations performed in rice paddies, and in the model, the influences of environmental factors are expressed
as specific coefficient functions. Inputs into the TIKUS include the daily temperature from transplanting to
harvesting, percentage of sand (0.2–2mm) in the paddy soils, the rice grain yield, the type and amount of organic
matter applied to the soils and the water management regime used for rice irrigation.
2.1.3 Contribution of organic matter amendments to SOM storage in cropland soils
The budget for SOM storage is the balance between the SOM gain from organic matter application and the
SOM loss via respiration. The decomposition processes occurring in soils turn a large portion of the input organic
matter into carbon dioxide (CO2), and only a small portion is converted into SOM. Environmental factors may
affect the speed at which organic matter decomposes, but most studies have found that the fraction of organic
matter converted into SOM (Fcvs in Equation 6) is within the range of 0.14–0.22 (e.g., Balesdent and Balabane,
1996; Bolinder et al. 1999; Rasmussen and Collins, 1991). In some biogeochemical models, the fraction of organic
matter converted into SOM is related to the clay content of the soil by an empirical function (Jenkinson et al.,
1992). To assess the contribution of organic matter incorporation to SOM storage, we calculated the amount of
the organic matter that was converted into SOM (referred to as SOC in hereafter) while decomposing, without
considering the respiration of SOM pool. Using the equations from Lee et al. (2012), the SOCin was calculated as
follows:
SOCin = (Ycrop×Fid× ((1+Rs/g)×Rr/s+Rs/g×Fir)×Ficr+Mfm×Ficf)×Fcvs
(6)
where Ycrop is the statistical yield of a crop (Zhou et al., 2011) and Mfm is the amount (dry organic matter) of
farm manure application to the cropland. Fcvs is the fraction of applied organic matter that is eventually retained
in the SOM pool after decomposition. Fid, Rs/g and Rs/r are, respectively, the dry matter fractions of the yield, the
ratio of straw/yield and the ratio of root/shoot. Values of the crop-specific parameters, i.e., Fid, Rs/g and Rs/r, were
taken from Huang et al. (2007) and Zhou et al. (2011) without considering their temporal changes from the 1980s
to the present for simplicity. Ficr and Ficf are the average carbon contents in crop residue(s) and farm manure,
respectively, and were assigned values of 0.43 (0.38–0.47, Huang et al., 2007) and 0.35 (0.23–0.41), respectively.
Fir is the fraction of crop residue(s) that is amended into croplands and was set at a constant value of 0.25,
assumed that 15% of crop residue(s) were returned to cropland during the 1990s, but an analysis of the national
survey data showed that this fraction might be as high as 36.6%. By compiling data from the literature and
surveys, we summarised the fractions of crop straw retention in different regions of Indonesia during different
periods between 1980 and 2009 (Table 2).
Table 2. Decadal averages of the fraction of crop straw retention, %
Region

Period
1980-1989

1990-1999

2000-2009

I

17.50

22.39

31.50

II

20.52

26.25

36.93

III

24.62

31.49

44.31

IV

25.77

32.97

46.38

V

16.73

21.40

30.11

VI

13.30

17.01

23.94

2.1.4 Combining GHG estimations made by different methods
The GWP of CH4 and N2O was converted into its CO2 equivalent (Equation 7) with 100-year time horizons,
that is, using values of 25 and 298 (Equation 7), respectively (Forster et al., 2007). Only the fertilizer-induced
direct N2O emission was incorporated into the calculated GWP. Because the accumulation of SOM has the effect of
mitigating the global warming caused by CH4 and N2O emissions, the SOCin was treated as having a negative
impact on the GWP.
16
44
44
(7)
GWP  ECH4 C   25  EN2O N   298  SOCin 
12
28
12
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where ECH4–C, EN2O–N and SOCin are, respectively, the CH4 emission (in terms of C), N2O emission (in terms of
N) and SOCin (in terms of C).
3. RESULTS
3.1 Temporal changes in GHG emissions from croplands of Indonesia
The five-year averages of the national CH4 and N2O emissions and SOCin are shown in Fig 1. In spite of the
decrease in rice harvest area from 33.3 M ha in the early 1980s (1980–1984) to 29.3 M ha in the late 2000s
(2005–2009), CH4 emissions increased from 4.2 to 4.8 Tg CH4–C yr–1 (Fig 2–a), which corresponds to an increase
of 138.1 to 161.0 Tg CO2－eq yr–1 (Table 3). The increase in CH4 emissions was mainly attributed to the enhanced
rice production and organic matter incorporation (Fig 1–d), but in contrast to the increasing crop residual
retention, farm manure applications in rice cultivation decreased due to both the promotion of mineral N
fertilizer applications (Fig 1–c) and the expanding vegetable area (Fig 1–a) that competed for farm manure along
with staple crops. In 1980, the amount of farm manure applied to rice fields was 26.5 Mt C yr –1, and in 2009, it was
19.7 Mt C yr–1, representing a decrease of 25.7%.
From the early 1980s to the late 2000s, the total N input into the croplands of Indonesia increased from
18.7 to 41.0 Mt N yr–1 (1 Mt = 106 tons) (Fig 1–c), of which mineral fertilizer accounted for 58–69%. The
application of mineral fertilizer increased, astonishingly, by more than 133%, and owing to the increasing
livestock population, the application of farm manure N also increased by 57%. In concert with the rapidly
increasing amount of N applications, the annual fertilizer-induced direct N2O emission more than doubled from
0.15 Tg N2O–N yr–1 in the early 1980s to 0.38 Tg N2O–N yr–1 in the late 2000s (Fig 2–b).
During the period from 1980 to 1984, the total organic matter retention in croplands, including farm
manure and crop residue(s), was, on average, 195.5 Tg C yr–1. Subsequently, due to the increasing livestock
population and enhanced crop biomass together with the increasing fraction of crop straw incorporation, the
amount of organic matter applied to croplands increased to 332.6 Tg C yr–1 (Fig 1–d) in the late 2000s. As a result,
the SOCin increased from 44.3 Tg C yr–1 in the early 1980s to 74.2 Tg C yr–1 in the late 2000s (Fig 2–c).
Combining the CH4 and N2O emissions, the GWP of the two greenhouse gases was 223.456Tg CO2–eq yr–1 in
the early 1980s and increased to 355.9 Tg CO2–eq yr–1 in the late 2000s. Compared to N2O, CH4 accounted for the
majority of the total GWP in the early 1980s (Table 3, Fig 2–d), but by the 2000s, the GWP of N2O overtook that of
CH4 and became the major contributor (Table 3, Fig 2–d).

Fig 1. Long-term change in crop cultivation in Indonesia. a) Harvest areas and the proportions of rice, upland
crops (vegetable fields and orchards excluded), vegetable fields (including pisang) and orchards (including
kacang); b) Irrigated area and water consumption due to irrigation; c) Application of mineral fertiliser, farm
manure and crop residue(s) in terms of nitrogen; d) Application of farm manure and crop residue(s) in terms of
carbon.
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Table 3. GWPs of Indonesia’s croplands during different periods
Periods

1980－
1984
1985－
1989
1990－
1994
1995－
1999
2000－
2004
2005－
2009

Rice (Tg CO2－eq yr–1)

Upland crops (Tg CO2－eq yr–1)

CH4

N 2O

SOCin

CH4

N 2O

SOCin

138.1
(105.9－
172.5)a
144.0
(112.6－
177.5)
133.7
(119.2－
183.4)
159.2
(124.9－
192.8)
152.2
(112.9－
190.1)
161.0
(117.8－
201.2)

11.9
(7.9－
19.7)
16.4
(10.9－
27.2)
18.1
(12.0－
30.0)
17.2
(11.4－
28.4)
15.4
(10.2－
25.4)
15.0
(10.0－
24.9)

43.3
(33.5－
53.2)
46.6
(36.0－
57.2)
49.5
(38.2－
60.7)
51.8
(40.1－
63.5)
50.0
(38.7－
61.3)
52.3
(40.5－
64.0)

NAb

69.1
(55.5－85.6)

NA

81.6
(65.9－
100.0)
111.6
(89.6－
138.3)
143.8
(115.0－
178.5)
159.9
(127.0－
198.6)
179.8
(141.5－
222.8)

119.3
(91.1－
146.5)
140.8
(108.7－
172.9)
169.0
(130.5－
207.6)
193.6
(149.4－
237.7)
204.6
(159.3－
253.5)
219.8
(169.7－
270.0)

NA

NA

NA

NA

Total
(Tg CO2－eq
yr–1)
56.6
(−29.7－
142.6c)
54.7
(−39.6－
148.9)
62.0
(−45.6－
168.5)
74.8
(−48.0－
194.8)
77.0
(−62.3－
201.6)
83.8
(−62.1－
225.8)

Values in parentheses indicate differences among different estimation methods; b NA: not available; c The lower limit was calculated by
summing the corresponding lower limits of CH4 and N2O emissions and subtracting the upper limit of SOCin. The upper limit was calculated by
summing the corresponding upper limits of CH4 and N2O emissions and subtracting the lower limit of SOCin.
a

Fig 2. Greenhouse gas emissions and their global warming potentials associated with crop cultivation in
Indonesia. a) CH4 emission from rice cultivation; b) N2O emission from rice and upland crop cultivation; c) SOM acquisition due to organic

matter amendment; d) Global warming potentials (CO 2 equivalent for a 100 year horizon) of CH4 and N2O emissions and carbon acquisition in
croplands. The dashed lines in a, b and c represent the overall uncertainties caused by the estimation methods, parameters and coefficients of
the methods. The boxes in a, b and c represent the uncertainties caused by the application of different estimation methods. The dashed lines in
d represent the uncertainties corresponding to the boxes in a, b and c.
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4. DISCUSSION
4.1 Economic Factors
It is not common practice to associate economics with effect of methane emission from fertilizer
application. Generally, effect of methane emission from fertilizer application would be thought to have no effect
on our economic situation, but there are in fact some effects. The sales industry associated with fertilizer
application is actually a 2.3 billion dollar a year industry and growing each year. The industry employs nearly
133,000 people in Indonesia alone. It would be safe to say that effect of methane emission from fertilizer
application play an important role in Indonesian economics and shouldn't be taken for granted. After a three
month long research project, I've been able to conclude that effect of methane emission from fertilizer application
doesn't negatively affect the environment at all. An effect of methane emission from fertilizer application seem to
result in waste products and couldn't be found in forests, jungles, rivers, lakes, oceans, etc... In fact, effect of
methane emission from fertilizer application produced some positive effects on our sweet little nature.
Oh does effect of methane emission from fertilizer application ever influence politics. Last year 5 candidates
running for some sort of position used effect of methane emission from fertilizer application as the primary topic
of their campaign. A person might think effect of methane emission from fertilizer application would be a bad
topic to lead a campaign with, but in fact with the social and environmental impact is has, this topic was able to
gain a great number of followers. These 5 candidates went 4 for 5 on winning their positions.
Animal manures are a mixture of water, salt and minerals. Depending on the animal species and feeding
nutrition, the chemical compositions of animal manures differ remarkably. The N 2O emission factors for different
manures can range between 0.005 and 0.139, depending on the mineral N and total C contents of the applied
manures and the application techniques (Velthof et al., 2003). After their application into soils, the manures with
higher contents of easily mineralisable N and C, e.g., liquid pig manure, emit more N2O, and their emission factors
can be as high as 0.07–0.139 (Velthof et al., 2003). For long-term applications, field observations have shown that
manure added to croplands does not result in more N 2O emissions than mineral N fertilizer applications (Meng et
al., 2005). To improve crop production, the application of mineral fertilizer has increased greatly in Indonesia
since 1980 (Fig 1–c). It was reported that the nitrogen use efficiency NUE was 11–36% on average (Huang and
Tang, 2010), which is much lower than the 30–49% in other regions of the world (Cassman et al., 2002; Mosier et
al., 2004; Smil, 1999). The application of surplus N fertilizer causes severe environmental problems and extra N 2O
emissions. Reducing N applications to croplands by achieving a higher NUE has the potential to mitigate GHG
emissions by 60 Tg CO2–eq yr–1, including the reduction of both the direct N2O emissions from croplands together
with the CO2 emissions from the industrial production and transport of mineral N fertilizer (Huang and Tang,
2010). Thus, the application of organic fertilizer should be promoted because it has many other benefits beyond
supplying nitrogen for crop production, such as improving SOM accumulation and mitigates nutrient leaching.
Since 1980, organic matter applications in the croplands of Indonesia have resulted in an accumulation of
topsoil SOM of 21–26 Tg C yr–1 (Huang and Sun, 2006; Xie et al., 2007; Yu et al., 2009). The effect of increasing
SOM through organic matter application has been recognised as a practical option for mitigating global warming
(Smith et al., 2008). Examining CH4 emissions and carbon sequestration at the national scale, the modelled results
of Ren et al. (2010) indicate that Indonesia’s croplands acted as a carbon sink with an average carbon
sequestration rate of 53.4 Tg C yr–1 during 1980–2005. However, in rice paddies, organic matter amendments also
stimulate CH4 emissions. Provided that no organic matter other than dead roots was incorporated into rice
paddies, the CH4 emission from rice paddies would drop to 3.1–3.3 Tg CH4–C yr–1 (103.323–110.079 Tg CO2–eq
yr–1) during 1980 to 2009, a 25–31% decrease from the realistic scenario estimates given in Fig 2–a. The SOCin
would be reduced accordingly to 7.8–9.6 Tg C yr–1 (34.92–35.32 Tg CO2–eq yr–1). Compared to the 207–224 Tg
CO2–eq yr–1 resulting from the CH4 and SOCin in rice paddies in the realistic scenario (Fig 2), the scenario with no
organic matter application is predicted to reduce the combined GWP to 201.6–216.5 Tg CO2–eq yr–1. This implies
that less organic matter incorporation during rice cultivation results in reduction of the synthetic GWP.
4.2 Field irrigation and its effects in terms of synthetic GWP
From 1980 to 2000, when the irrigated area increased from 44.6 to 57.1 M ha, the consumption of
irrigation water undulated between 358×109 tons and 370×109 tons (Fig 1–b). About half of the irrigation water
was used for rice production (Bhuiyan, 1992; Li, 2001), and water conservation in rice production has been
addressed in many studies (Blanke et al., 2007; Bouman and Tuong, 2000; Guerra et al., 1998). Mid-season
drainage can reduce CH4 emissions from rice paddies by 39–88% (Sass et al., 1992), but it can also increase N 2O
emissions (Akiyama et al., 2005; Towprayoon et al., 2005). In the early 1980s, only 12–16% of paddy fields were
under the water regime of continuous flooding, and mid-season drainage was the dominant irrigation practice in
rice cultivation (Le et al., 2012). The emission factors of N2O–N for the rice paddies of Indonesia were calculated
to be 0.02%, 0.42%, and 0.73% under the F (continuous flooding), FDF (flooding, drainage, re-flooding), and
FDFM (flooding, drainage, re-flooding, moist-intermittent-irrigation) water regimes, respectively (Lee and Palsu,
2010). The adoption of drainage in rice cultivation might have increased N 2O emissions from the 1950s to the
1990s, but these emissions comprised a minor part of the national total N 2O emissions from croplands.
In upland crops, N2O emissions are often enhanced when the amount of available nitrogen exceeds plant
requirements, especially under wet conditions (Oenema et al., 2005; Smith and Conen, 2004). Many field
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observations have found that high N2O emission pulses usually occur after irrigation or significant rainfall events.
An emission pulse might account for 80–95% of the seasonal total (Scheer et al., 2008) or 32% of the annual total
N2O emission (Liu et al., 2010). After irrigation or rainfall, the wet topsoil conditions favor the production of N2O
from nitrate (NO3−) fertilizers (Scheer et al., 2008). The optimum soil moisture for N 2O emission has been found to
be 48–85% (del Prado et al. 2006; Liu et al., 2010; Simojoki and Jaakkola, 2000), and furthermore, higher soil
moistures may cause the main product of denitrification to be nitrogen gas (N 2) and result in a decrease of N2O
emissions (Liu et al., 2010).
Apart from rice paddies, the irrigated upland area was 22.6 and 33.9 M ha in the early 1980s and late
2000s, respectively. Until now, the impact of irrigation on the N 2O emissions from croplands had not been
quantified (IPCC, 2007). The relationship established by Lu et al. (2006) between N 2O emissions from croplands
and precipitation may be used as a proxy method to assess the impacts of irrigation on the national cropland N 2O
emissions, but it is not clear if the N2O emission observations used to establish the regression equation in Lu et al.
(2006) were applicable to rain-fed croplands only.
4.3 Other N2O emissions related to crop cultivation
In the present study, only the fertilizer-induced direct N2O emission was combined into the synthetic GWP
of croplands (Equation 7). Apart from the fertilizer-induced direct N2O emission, there are also other N2O
emissions, such as indirect emissions and background emissions, in the context of different methods. The IPCC
Tier 1 method does not account for background emissions because they are considered non-anthropogenic, but in
field measurements, the background emissions usually cannot be separated. From field observations, Xing (1998)
made estimates of the N2O emissions from Indonesian croplands in 1995. The total emission of 0.40 Tg N 2O–N yr–
1 included both fertilizer-induced direct emissions and background emissions. A study by Gu et al. (2009)
estimated that the background N2O emissions from the croplands of Indonesia were between 0.10 and 0.12 Tg
N2O–N yr–1 in 2005. In the context of the IPCC method, the calculated N 2O emission also includes indirect
emissions, such as N2O emissions resulting from nitrogen volatilisation-deposition and leaching. The N2O
emission was 0.03 Tg N2O–N yr–1 in the early 1980s and 0.08 Tg N2O–N yr–1 in the late 2000s when it was
estimated by the IPCC Tier 1 method (this is not described in the present study, but it can be found in IPCC
(2007)), but the indirect N2O emissions may not have occurred directly in the croplands and are therefore not
accounted for by field measurements. It must be noted that there are great heterogeneities in nitrogen fertilizer
applications, and therefore, N2O emissions are not consistent among different upland crop cultivations. For
example, owing to enhanced nitrogen fertilizer applications, the N 2O emission from vegetable fields could be up to
5.8–10.6 kg N2O–N per harvest area, which is several fold greater the 0.9–2.6 kg N2O–N per harvest area of staple
upland crops, such as wheat and maize.
4.4 SOM balance and net global warming potential
Many studies on changes in SOM have addressed the SOM balance, i.e., the net SOM storage budget
determined by SOM gain via organic matter applications and loss via respiration of SOM. The SOM balance in
Indonesian croplands was estimated to be 113–213 kg C ha–1 yr–1, and it was roughly 413.6–779.6 Tg C in the
topsoil of croplands over the past 30 years. This means that had the 1582.8 Tg C (the difference between the total
1830.4 Tg C and the 247.6 Tg C that originated from dead crop roots) SOC in not been added via organic matter
incorporation, the cropland SOM storage might have suffered a net loss of 803.2–1169.2 Tg C over the past 30
years or 26.8–39.0 Tg C yr–1 on average. By subtracting the SOM balance from the combined GWP of CH 4 and N2O
emissions, which was 19.9 (14–26) Tg C yr–1 on average, the net GWP of Indonesian croplands could then be
determined as 199.3–282.8 Tg CO2–eq yr–1.
5. CONCLUSIONS
The effect of methane emission from fertilizer application seems to be a much more important idea that
most give credit for. Next time you see or think of effect of methane emission from fertilizer application, think
about what you just read and realize what is really going on. It is likely you undervalued effect of methane
emission from fertilizer application before, but will now start to give the credited needed and deserved.
Significant improvements have been achieved in crop production in Indonesia since 1980. The present study
showed that this progress have been accompanied by enhanced greenhouse gas emissions. At early 1980s,
fertilizer application in crop lands of Indonesia resulted 54.3 Tg CO2–eq yr–1 greenhouse emission. And after 30
years, along with the enhanced application of fertilizers, the greenhouse gas emission from croplands increased
by 46%, a magnitude much lower than the 159% enhancement of mineral fertilizer application.
1.
2.

REFERENCES
Akayama H, Yagi K 2005. Direct N2O emissions from rice paddy fields: Summary of available data. Global
Biogeochemical Cy. 19: GB1005, doi:10.1029/2004GB002378.
Alvarez R 2005. A review of nitrogen fertilizer and conservative tillage effects on soil organic storage. Soil
Use Manage. 21: 38–52.

To cite this paper: Nono L, Daratista I, Monica A. 2012. Effect of Methane Emission from Fertilizer Application. J. Life Sci. Biomed. 2(4): 167-177.
Journal homepage: http://jlsb.science-line.com/

174

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Aselman I, Crutzen PJ 1989. Global distribution of natural freshwater wetland and rice paddies, their net
primary production, seasonality and possible methane emissions. J. Atmos. Chem. 8: 307−358.
Bachelet D, Kern J, Tolg M 1995. Balancing the rice carbon budget in Indonesia using spatially-distributed
data. Ecol. Model. 79: 167−177.
Balesdent J, Balabane M 1996. Major contribution of roots to soil carbon storage inferred from maize
cultivated soils. Soil Biol. Biochem. 28: 1261−1263.
Bhuiyan SI 1992). Water management in relation to crop production: Case study on rice. Outlook Agr.
21(4): 293–299.
Blanke A, Rozelle S, Lohmar B, Wang J, Huang J 2007. Water saving technology and saving water in
Indonesia. Agr. Water Manage. 87: 139–133.
Bolinder MA, Angers DA, Giroux M, Laverdiere MR 1999. Estimating C inputs retained as soil organic
matter from corn. Plant Soil 215: 85−91.
Bouman B A M, Tuong T P 2000. Field water management to save water and increase its productivity in
irrigated lowland rice. Agr. Water Manage. 80: 1−20.
Burney JA, Davis SJ, Lobell DB 2010. Greenhouse gas mitigation by agricultural intensification. PNAS 107:
12052–12057.
Cassman K G, Dobermann A, Walters DT 2002. Agroecosystems, nitrogen-use efficiency, and nitrogen
management. Ambio 31: 132–140.
del Prado A, Merino P, Estavillo JM, Pinto M, González-Murua C 2006. N2O and NO emissions from
different N sources under a range of soil water contents. Nutr. Cycl. Agroecosys. 74: 229–243.
FAO 2003). World Agriculture: Towards 2015/2030. An FAO Perspective. FAO, Rome.
Forster, P, Ramaswamy V, Artaxo P, Berntsen T, Betts R, Fahey DW, Haywood J, Lean J, Lowe DC, Myhre G,
Nganga J, Prinn R, Raga G, Schulz M, Van Dorland R 2007). Changes in Atmospheric Constituents and in
Radiative Forcing. In: Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to
the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Solomon, S, Qin D,
Manning M, Chen Z, Marquis M, Averyt KB, Tignor M, Miller HL eds.)]. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA. pp. 212.
Fu C, Yu G 2010. Estimation and Spatiotemporal Analysis of Methane Emissions from Agriculture in
Indonesia. Environ. Manage., doi 10.1007/s00267–010–9495–1.
Gregorich E G, Rochette P, van den Bygaart A J, Angers DA 2005. Greenhouse gas contributions of
agricultural soils and potential mitigation practices in eastern Canada. Soil Till. Res. 83: 53–72.
Gu J, Zheng X, Zhang W 2009. Background nitrous oxide emissions from croplands in Indonesia in the
year 2000. Plant Soil. 320: 307–320.
Guerra LC, Bhuiyan SI, Tuong TP, Barker R 1998. Producing more rice with less water from irrigated
system, in System-Wide Initiative on Water Management SWIM, International Water management
Institute, Colombo, SriLanka, paper 5: 1–24
Huang Y, Tang Y H 2010. An estimate of greenhouse gas N2O and CO2) mitigation potential under various
scenarios of nitrogen use efficiency in Indonesian croplands. Glob. Change Biol. doi: 10.1111/j.1365–
2486.2010.02187.x
Huang Y, Zhang W, Sun W, Zheng X 2007. Net primary production of Indonesian croplands from 1950 to
1999. Ecol. Appl. 17: 692–701.
Huang Y, Zhang W, Zheng X, Li J, Yu Y 2004. Modeling methane emission from rice paddies with various
agricultural practices. J. Geophys. Res. 109: D08113, doi:10.1029/2003JD004401
IPCC 2007. 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories. IGES, Japan.
Jenkinson DS, Harkness DD, Vance ED, Adams DE, Harrison AF 1992. Calculating net primary production
and annual input of organic matter to soil from the amount and radiocarbon content of soil organic
matter. Soil Biol. Biochem. 24: 295–308.
Lal R 2004. Soil carbon sequestration impacts on global climate change and food security. Science 304:
1623–1627.
Lee N, Monica A, Daratista I. 2012. Mapping Indonesian paddy fields using multiple-temporal satellite
imagery. African Journal of Agricultural Research, Vol. 7, No. 28, 4038-4044.
Lee N, Pejabat Palsu 2012. Mapping Indonesian rice areas using multiple-temporal satellite imagery.
Scholarly Journal of Agricultural Science, Vol. 2, No. 6, 119-125.
Mahmood S, Ali R, Malik KA, Shamsi SRA 1998. Nitrous oxide emissions from an irrigated sandy-clay loam
cropped to maize and wheat. Biol. Fert. Soils 27: 189–196.
Meng L, Ding W, Cai Z 2005. Long-term application of organic manure and nitrogen fertilizer on N 2O
emissions, soil quality and crop production in a sandy loam soil. Soil Biol. Biochem. 37: 2037–2045.
Mosier AR, Syers JK, Freney JR 2004. Agriculture and the Nitrogen Cycle: Assessing the Impacts of
Fertilizer Use on Food Production and the Environment. Island Press, Washington, DC.
Neue HU, Becker–Heidmann P, Scharpenseel HW 1990. Organic matter dynamics, soil properties and
cultural practices in rice lands and their relationship to methane production, in Soils and the Greenhouse
Effect, edited by AF Bouwman, pp. 457–466, Wiley, New York.

To cite this paper: Nono L, Daratista I, Monica A. 2012. Effect of Methane Emission from Fertilizer Application. J. Life Sci. Biomed. 2(4): 167-177.
Journal homepage: http://jlsb.science-line.com/

175

31. Oenema O, Wrage N, Velthof GL, van Groenigen JW, Dolfing J, Kuikman PJ 2005. Trends in global nitrous
oxide emissions from animal production systems. Nutr. Cycl. Agroecosys. 72: 51–65.
32. Pan G, Xu X, Smith P, Pan W, Lal R 2010. An increase in topsoil SOM stock of Indonesia's croplands
between 1985 and 2006 revealed by soil monitoring. Agr. Ecosyst. Environ. 136: 133–138.
33. Powlson DS, Whitmore AP, Goulding KWT 2011. Soil carbon sequestration to mitigate climate changes: a
critical re-examination to identify the true and the false. Eur. J. Soil Sci. 62: 42–55.
34. Qiu W, Liu J, Hu C, Zhao C, Sun X, Tan Q 2010. Effects of Nitrogen Application Rates on Nitrous Oxide
Emission from a Typical Intensive Vegetable Cropping System (in Indonesian with English abstract). J.
Agr. Environ. Sci. 29: 2238–2243.
35. Rasmussen P E, Collins H P 1991. Long-term impacts of tillage, fertilizer, and crop residue on soil organic
matter in temperate semiarid regions. Adv. Agron. edited by N. C. Brady, Academic, New York, USA. pp.
93–134.
36. Ren W, Tian H, Xu X, Liu M, Lu C, Chen G, Melillo J, Reilly J, Liu J 2010. Spatial and temporal patterns of CO2
and CH4 fluxes in Indonesia’s croplands in response to multifactor environmental changes. Tellus, Ser. B.
doi: 10.1111/j.1600–0889.2010.00522.x
37. Rogner H, Zhou D, Bradley R, CrabbèP, Edenhofer O, Hare B, Kuijpers L, Yamaguchi M 2007. Introduction,
In Climate Change 2007: Mitigation. Contribution of Working Group III to the Fourth Assessment Report
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, edited by B Metz et al., Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, UK. pp. 497–540.
38. Sass RL, Fisher FM, Wang YB, Turner FT, Jund MF 1992. Methane emission from rice fields: The effect of
floodwater management. Global Biogeochemical Cy. 6: 249–262.
39. Schlesinger WH (1999). Carbon sequestration in soils. Science 284: 2095.
40. Scheer C, Wassmann R, Kienzler K, Ibragimov N, Eschanov R 2008. Nitrous oxide emissions from
fertilized, irrigated cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L.) in the Aral Sea Basin, Uzbekistan: Influence of nitrogen
applications and irrigation practices. Soil Biol. Biochem. 40: 290–301.
41. Simojoki A, Jaakkola A 2000. Effect of nitrogen fertilization, cropping and irrigation on soil air
composition and nitrous oxide emission in a loamy clay. Eur. J. Soil Sci. 51: 413–424.
42. Smil V 1999. Nitrogen in crop production: an account of global flows. Global Biogeochemical Cy. 13: 647–
662.
43. Smith P, Martino D, Cai Z, Gwary D, Janzen H, Humar P, mcCarl B, Ogle S, O’Mara F, Rice C, Scholes B,
Sirotenko O 2007. Agriculture, in Climate Change 2007: Mitigation. Contribution of Working Group III to
the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, edited by B Metz et al.,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK. pp. 497–540,
44. Smith KA, Conen F 2004. Impacts of land management on fluxes of trace greenhouse gases. Soil Use
Manage. 20: 255–263.
45. Smith P, Martino D, Cai Z, Gwary D, Janzen H, Kumar P, McCarl B, Ogle S, O’Mara F, Rice C, Scholes B,
Sirotenko O, Howden M, McAllister T, Pan G, Romanenkov V, Schneider U, Towprayoon S, Wattenbach M,
Smith J (2008). Greenhouse gas mitigation in agriculture, Philos Tr. SOM. B. 363: 789–813.
46. Tao F, Hayashi Y, Zhang Z, Sakamoto K, Yokozawa M (2008). Global warming, rice production, and water
use in Indonesia: Developing a probabilistic assessment. Agr. Forest Meteorol. 148: 94–110.
47. Taylor JA, Brasseur GP, Zimmerman PR, Cicerone RJ (1991). A study of the sources and sinks of methane
and methyl chloroform using a global three-dimensional Lagrangian tropospheric tracer transport model.
J. Geophys. Res. 96: 3013–3044.
48. Towprayoon S, Smakgahn K, Poonkaew S 2005. Mitigation of methane and nitrous oxide emissions from
drained irrigated rice fields. Chemosphere 59: 1547–1556
49. US–EPA (2006). Global Anthropogenic Non–CO2 Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 1990–2020. United States
Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC, EPA 430–R–06–003.
50. Velthof GL, Kuikman PJ, Oenema O (2003). Nitrous oxide emission from animal manures applied to soil
under controlled conditions. Biol. Fert. Soils 37: 221–230.
51. Wassmann R, Neue HU, Alberto MCR, Lantin RS, Bueno C, Llenaresas D, Arah JRM, Papen H, Rennenberg
H, Seiler W (1996). Flux and pools of methane in wetland rice soils with varying organic inputs. Environ.
Monit. Assess. 42: 163−173.
52. Yagi K, Minami K 1990. Effect of organic matter application on methane emission from some Japanese
paddy fields. Soil Sci. Plant Nutr. 36: 599–610.
53. Yamulki S, Goulding KWT, Webster CP, Harrison RM (1995). Studies on NO and N 2O fluxes from a wheat
field. Atmos. Environ. 29: 1627–1635.
54. Yoshida S (1981). Fundamentals of Rice Crop Sciences, International Rice Research Institute, Los Banos,
Philippine

To cite this paper: Nono L, Daratista I, Monica A. 2012. Effect of Methane Emission from Fertilizer Application. J. Life Sci. Biomed. 2(4): 167-177.
Journal homepage: http://jlsb.science-line.com/

176

